Found this on the web and thought it would be of interest to anyone who fought at LZ Grant in Vietnam.
I cleaned it up the best | could and it is readable. It's the Presidential Unit Citation awarded to the 2/12 Cavalry.
Brings back memories!

Ray Eden

B Co. 2/12 Cavalry
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labbie48@gmail.com

file:///C|/Temp3/LZGrant.txt[9/6/2012 2:12:12 PM]



@  ONFIDENTIAL - @

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BRIGADE
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOEBILE)
APO San Francisco 96490

Presidential Unit Citation

Commanding General
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
APO 96490

The Adjutant General
ATTN: AGPB-AB
Department of the Army
Washington, D.C., 20310

Te It is recommended that the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Div-
ision (Airmobile), APO San Francisco 96490, and supporting units be awarded

the Presidential Unit Citation (Third Oak Leaf Cluster) for their valorous
actions and outstanding ach¢@vements during the period from 22 February 1969 to
11 March 1969, in defense of Landing Zone Grant, in Tay Ninh Province, during
the North Vietnamese Army's Post Tet Offensive in the Republic of Vietnam.

2e During the period from 22 Feovruary to 11 March 1969, the 2nd Battalion,
12th Cavalry, plus supporting units, successfully fought off three concen-
trated ground attacks in conjunction with heavy enemy rocket, mortar, and
automatic weapons fire. The total estimated strengths of the enemy forces
which engaged the Landing Zone varied with each attack. On the night of

22 February 1969, and the night of 10 March 1969, the enemy attacked with

an estimated reinforced NVA Battalion. During the attack on 7 March, 1969,

the enemy strength was placed at two reinforced battalions. During the first
attack, Company B and Company E were responsitle for the defense of the

Landing Zone. Beginning at 0330 hours, the Landing Zone was subjected to

a heavy barrage of 60mm mortars, 75mm recoiless rifles, and B=40 rockets.
Throughout the night, the men of the 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry at all levels
of command, in conjunction with the men of A Battery, 1st Battalion, 30th Artil-
lery and C Battery, 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery, performed the mission of de-
fending the Landing Zone with a high professionalism and aggressive spirit
traditional in the 1st Cavalry Division. During the ground attacks occurring
on 7-8 March and 10-11 March 1969, Company D and Company E were responsible

for the defense of Landing Zone Grant. Shortly after midnight on 8 March, the
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5 In the early morning hours of 11 March another attack was launched

against LZ Grant, At 0145 the LZ came under attack from 120mm and 32mm mortars
and sporadic rocket fire, At 0155 the enemy had reached the outer strand of
wire, The men on the bunkers halted the enemy just meters from the final
strand of wire. At 0330 the enemy broke contact and withdrew,

6. By its successful defense of LZ Grant during the 17 day period from

22 February to 11 March 1969, the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry and the sup-
porting units located there prevented the North Vietnamegse Army forces from
overrunning and destroying a strategic logistical and tactical support base,
Enemy loses during the assaults were 285 killed and 6 prisoners taken,
Friendly losses were 17 killed and 68 wounded, Interrogation of the captured
enemy established that two reinforced North Vietnamese Armmy Battalions had
attacked LZ Grant,

7. The defense of LZ Grant enabled the Free World Forces to continue their
mission of blocking the enemy advance from Cambodia to the capital city of
oaigon and finding and destroying his caches of food, weapons and ammunition.

PH
MAJ, INFANTRY
Commanding
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Company B, 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, closed in Landing Zone (LZ) Grant
(XTBBSéEés on the afternoon of 21 February 1969, to provide base security
and relieve the company previously located there.

On the evening of 21 February, B Company posted its observation posts and
listening posts (OP/LP's) outside the perimeter at a distance from 75m to 150m.
At 2204 hours, an OP/LP located to the southwest of the LZ reported sighting
eight unidentified individuals carrying a mortar tube along the woodline.,
Shortly thereafter, at 2207, another OP/LP engaged an estimated 30 individuals
at the woodline with small arms fire. At 2211, Battalion Operations requested
Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) and tactical air support through the 1st Brigade and
directed the OP/ILP's to return to the perimeter of the LZ. The Artillery Laison
Officer then co-ordinated with A Batiery, 1st Battalion 30th Artillery and C
Battery, 1st Battalion 77th Artillery, located on the LZ, and requested that
irect fire missions be directed at the section of woodline where the heaviest
movement had been detected. After the OP/LP's closed on the LZ, B Company,
along with artillery units, engaged the suspected enemy positions with artillery,
mortars, and sm:ll arms. At 2228, ARA came on station to aid in the fire sup-
port of the LZ.

At 0330, the LZ ceme under heavy fire from recoiless rifle, B-40 rockets, and
60mm mortars., An estimeted 50 rounds impacted in and around the isolated 1Z.
During the intense mortar attack, & group of enemy sappers tried to breach
the protective wire at the south gate of the perimeter., The men of B Company
rose to the threat, however, and disregarding the heavy volume of incoming
rounds, stayed at their posts spraying the sapper squad with a murderous hail
of small arms fire. Due To The accuracy and aggressiveness of B Company's
riflemen, the sapper attack was disrupted and the wire remained intzact,

At 0400, 15-20 enemy were spotted firing from the Old French Fort to the north-
eagt of the LZ. The perimeter also reported taking heavy machine gun fire

from an unknown position, Throughout the night the officers and enlisted men
of B Company, fighting alongside small detachments of Headquarters, A, C, and

D Companies and supported by the recon and mortar platoons of E Company, as
well as the Artillery support of C Battery, 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery and

A Battery, 1at Battalion, 30th Artillery, preformed their mission of defending
the LZ with a collective heroism and distinctive professionalism far beyond
that expected of men engaged in prolonged combat, Individual acts of wvalor

and heroism were numerous. =oLvery man performed his duty with an aggressiveness
and determination characteristic of the 1st Cavalry Division. Throughout the
night, the batile raged between the two forces. The determination of tThe enemy
was plainly evident and it was not until first light that contact was broken
and the enemy retreated,
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PONEINFNTIAL
AVDAAG-AD 1st Ind 30 MART971

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation (Third Oak Leaf
Cluster)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOSILE) APO 96490

TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFB-AGD AP0 96266

.

14 I have reviewed this recommendation and have concluded that the award is
warranted as recognition of the unit's outstanding record from 22 February

1965 to 11 March 1969.

2e Recommend approval of the award of the Presidential Unit Citation
(Third Oak Leaf Cluster) to 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division

(Airmobile), and attached units,

We PU*NAM JR.
or General, USA
Commanding
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AVHAG-PD (20 January 1971) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Presidential Unit Citation

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO 96375 1 5 MAY 1971

TO: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam,
ATTN: MACAG=-PD, APO 96222

Recommend approval for the period 7 March 1969 to 11 March 1969,

// y

w.,J MCCAF REY 3
Lieutenant G gral; ¥S Army
Deputy Cummandmg General
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MACAG-PD (20 Jan 71) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Presidential Unit Citation (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND,
VIETNAM, APO 96222 -9 JUL 1871

TO: Commander in Chief, Pacific, FPO 96610

1. Recommend approval of the Presidential Unit Citation (Third Oak
Leaf Cluster) for the period 7T March 1969 to 11 March 1969.

2. Request this headquarters (ATTN: MACAG-PD) be advised of final
action taken.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W. A. RUTLEDGE
Colonel, USA
Adjutant General
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CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassified when separated from basic enclosures

FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on HQ 1ST BDE 1ST CAV DIV (AM) Itr
AVDAAR-P of 20 Jan 1971

From: Commander in Chief Pacific
To; The Adjutant General, Department of the Army

Subj: Presidential Unit Citation Recommendation; case of Znd
Battalion, 12th Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

l. Readdressed and forwarded, recommending approval for the period
7 March 1969 to 11 March 1969,

Copy to:
COMUSMACYV (MACAG-PD)

CGUSARV (AVHAG-PD)

CG II FFV (AVFB-AGD)

CG 1ST CAV DIV (AM)

CO 1ST BDE 1ST CAV DIV (AM) (AVDAAR-P)

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
49
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DAAG-PSA-BB (20 Jan 71) 6th Ind
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army)

HQDA (DAAG) WASH D C 20314 14 DEC 1971

' TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHAG-PD,
APO San Francisco 96375

1. The recommendation for award of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army)
to the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division, and attached units,
received careful evaluation and was not favorably considered.

2. The Valorous Unit Award was deemed to be appropriate recognition of the
valorous actions of the units concerned during the period 7 to 11 March 1969.
Request announcement of the award be accomplished at your headquarters.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

.JI.
'
F
.

7 Incl (5 copies each) V. :

nc Major Genéral, USA
The Adjutant General
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96375

CENERAL ORDERS 27 December 1971
NUMBER 3563

AWARD OF THE VALOROUS UNIT AWARD

TC 439, The following AWARD is announced.

By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the provisions of paragraph 202.1gl

AR 672-5-1, the Valorous Unit Award (Second Oak Leaf Cluster) is awarded to the foll
named units of the United States Army for extraordinary heroism while engapged in militar
sperations during the period indicated:

2D BATTALION, 12TH CAVALRY, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) and its attached units:

A Battery, lst Battalion, 30th Artillery

C Battery, lst Battalion, (fth Artillery

st Platoon, A Company, 8th Engineer Battalion

Team 1, 11th Pathfinder Platoon, 11th Aviation Group

The citation reads as follows:

2D BATTALION, 12TH CAVALRY, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (ATRMOBILE) and its attached units
tinguished themselves by extraordinary heroism in connection with military opverations
zainst an armed hostile force from 22 February 1969 to 11 March 1969 in the defense
Landing Zone Grant, Tay Ninh Province, in the Republic of Vietnam. During this period,
the officers and enlisted men of these units individually, collectively, at all levels
command, and without exception, performed their mission with great valor, honor, distinec-
tion and a professionalism far beyond that ordinarily expected from men in sustained com-
bat, Suffering 67 casualties, including 10 mortally wounded, one of which was the bat-
talion commander, the battalion continued to inflict heavy casualties on the enemy, wh
proved to be extremely well-equipped and determined. Repulsing massive ground, mortar
and rocket attacks on three different occasions at Landing Zone Grant, the 2D BATTALION
12TH CAVALRY and its attached units acted as a blocking force between the Cambodian bor
der and the capital City of Saigon. The extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty
played by the members of the 2D BATTALION, 12TH CAVALRY and its attached units are 1ij
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credif
themselves, thelir units, and the Armed Forces of the United States.




General Orders Number 356_'3‘, , dated 27 December 1971, DA, Headquarter

States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 (Cont)

THEODORE ANTONELLI
Ma jor General, US Army
Acting Chief of Staff
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